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1. Introduction to the National Archives of Hungary

The history of keeping official documents in Hungary dates back to the period of the Árpád Dynasty, around the late twelfth century. However, many historical documents were known to be lost and not kept systematically when the mid-southern regions of Hungary was invaded and ruled by the Ottoman Turks. After the invasion by the Ottoman Turks, the north-west regions of Hungary were under the influence of the Habsburg Empire. At that time, Vienna, the capital city of the Habsburg Empire, had a governmental department for keeping documents of the royal family of Habsburg and the Empire. In the same manner, the Kingdom of Hungary, which was under Habsburg influence, also had a similar governmental department. When the Turks withdrew in the late seventeenth century, the Kingdom of Hungary determined to keep official documents in Pozony (now Bratislava in Slovakia), the capital city in those days according to a decision of the Estates General in 1723. Then, after many twists and turns, a matrix of the present-day Hungarian National Archive came into existence in 1756. After that, another space was needed for the storage and administration of the increasing numbers of documents, and the archive was moved to Budapest between 1784 and 1785, based upon a decision of 1765. The function of the archive ceased shortly around the time of the War of Independence in 1848. However, the amount of documents was voluminous, reaching 400 linear meters. After the birth of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the establishment of a dual monarchy in 1867, the documents that had been kept in this archive, which included documents that had previously been moved to Budapest, and documents of the Duchy of Transylvania, were all put together and integrated. The new archive amounted to 10000 linear meters, and this integrated administration marked the new beginning of the Hungarian National Archive. Pauler Gyula served as the director of the archive for about thirty years, and travelled and studied the archival systems of Western European countries, establishing the basic framework of the archive. By the time he retired in 1903, the documents in the archive took up 15000 linear meters. While the disaster of defeat in the First World War and the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire caused no direct damage or loss to the archive, the Second World War and the Revolution of 1956 caused a great deal of damage to the documents. During the Second World War, the archive building was used as a field hospital for the German Army, and 16 percent of all the documents being kept there were lost. Further in the Revolution of 1956, some bombshells resulted in it burning for six days, and then 8767.5 linear meters of documents were reduced to ashes. From a geo-political viewpoint, the Hungarian National Archive is the largest of all countries’ archives in the Carpathian basin, containing nearly 73 linear kilometers. It also has 63,500,000 microfilms and a large number of stamps, photos, maps, bonds and certificates. Of three buildings, the main building was designed by Pecz Samu and begun in 1913, but due to the First World War and an additional financial shortfall, it was not completed until 1923. It has a unique Romantic style, and its roof was made by Zsolnay, the famous ceramic ware company. It is located near the Vienna Gate, one of the gates of the Buda castle.

2. Confidential Hungarian Diplomatic Documents concerning South and North Korea
The Korean Peninsula came to be divided into two different Koreas that had their own regime and ideology after the end of the Second World War. Similarly, Hungary had a socialist regime through the intervention of the Soviet Union. Hungary signed a treaty of amity with North Korea in 1948, because they shared the same ideology. As for the archive, the treaty meant that both countries began to communicate regularly and periodically exchange official documents, and these documents would be kept in the archive. These documents were kept and managed in one corner of the archive. However, South Korea prohibited communications with socialist countries because of the Korean War and the Cold War, so it was impossible to access the documents in the archive at that time. But the ex-socialist countries experienced regime change, and as the countries changed, the public demand, on political grounds, for documents of the past regime became quite profound. Accordingly, the archive made it possible to examine a large number of documents as a proper follow-up measure, in accordance with Hungarian domestic laws concerning the storage and management of the documents.
The documents presently available in the archive can be divided into two general types: 1) official documents on South Korea and North Korea regarding general foreign affairs and administrations; and 2) documents regarding overseas Hungarian officials, especially the contents of reports from diplomats who dealt with pieces of information in the Hungarian embassies located in Seoul and Pyongyang. In particular, the documents of the latter are treated as confidential documents (titkos ügykezelés as abbreviated as TÜK, and translated as “confidential information management”), and the materials from between 1949 and 1989 amount to more than 50,000 pages. This does not mean that the former, official documents on South Korea and North Korea regarding general foreign affairs and administration, are less valuable than the latter. These two sections are closely connected and provide us with another paradigm on the modern history of South Korea and North Korea and the history of diplomacy.

3. Relationship between Hungary and North Korea until the regime change in Hungary

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and People’s Republic of Hungary (later, on October 23, 1989 Hungary changed its name to the Republic of Hungary, just after the regime change) established a diplomatic relationship on November 11, 1948. However, practical communication was established throughout the Korean War, which is rather ironic. During the Korean War, we can find many impressive and touching accounts of help and support for the people of South Korea, starting with the United States of America; on the other hand, we can hardly find any accounts of warm-hearted assistance with any kind of aid for the people of North Korea. Putting aside ideologies, let us look into some factual records regarding the assistance given by Hungary to the people of North Korea. There are also some vivid scenes of companionship and conflict between the Hungarian medical support team and the people of North Korea, which can be discovered through the documents kept in the Hungarian National Archive.
(During the period of outbreak of the Korean War and the cease-fire, and then during the period of reconstruction, Hungary, like the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, gave North Korea much support and assistance.)

When they heard the news of the Korean War, Hungarian people participated in several activities to support North Korea, such as holding a peace rally, starting a protest movement, providing relief goods, and organizing fund-raising nationwide. The National Peace Council and Hungarian Women Democratic Federation were at the center of these movements. Among them, common Hungarian laborers took an active part in fundraising and, as a result, made it possible to build a field hospital. These movements influenced other socialist countries such as the former Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia(this is now two independent countries: the Czech Republic and Slovakia), Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, and even China. The field hospital built after the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 was operated in Sariwon, a city of North Korea, as a general hospital after the cease-fire.
“... On the other hand, the government of North Korea faces a critical situation. The cities have been completely destroyed, and the population does not have any houses, clothes, shoes, or medicines at all. Public buildings and factories were destroyed or demolished, and various facilities, libraries, etc., were set on fire and looted. Residential areas of North Korea have been ruined. There is no livestock, no poultry such as chickens or ducks. Cattle are the only means of transportation: they are indispensable for the cultivation of rice, and were taken to the front. But most of them died by bombing or exhaustion, or were eaten by the army. 

Most of soldiers are at war in rubber shoes, even in winter.
...

The things sent from overseas are a very big help, but they are just a drop in the ocean. Effective measures and help from all democratic countries, together with the solidarity of progressive human beings, are essential if the North Koreans are to be saved.” (* Doc. No.: XIX-J-14-a-153/Biz.Pol.-1950. 12. box.)
Even earlier than the above reports, the following materials of the Hungarian Worker’s Party describe the atmosphere of that time, when the Hungarian people supported North Korea.

“... According to the report, up until this point, about 600,000-700,000 people have participated in the fundraising. Almost all of these people are factory workers and inhabitants of cities. The average size of contribution is 8-10 Forints per person.

...

Many reports emphasized that many of the Kulaks showed hostile reactions. In some cases, holy Fathers also joined in organizing a contribution, but in many places, the holy Fathers didn’t participate in the fundraising: moreover, they even made hostile remarks. ...” (* Doc. No.: M-KS 276. f. 65. cs. 209. ő. e.-1950.)
On the other hand, there are other kinds of materials from Hungarian right-wing parties, with malicious rumors and fabricated evidence also intended to interfere with fundraising activities. For example, some reports say that a certain steel company contributed only 50 Fillérs. There were also rumors that suggested, among other things, that Budapest had suffered raids, that a doctor shot himself to death because of the raids, that the fundraising would not be used for North Korean relief, but as a war-loan, and even rumors that suggested there would be enlistment of partisans, and volunteers would be paid 40,000 Forints.

Materials from the time when the regime change occurred in Hungary are also interesting, and the titles of documents’ are as follows:
- Korean problems at the USSR-USA summit in Washington.

- Information from Bulgaria, which show the problems between Hungary and Bulgaria.
- Expected major events in the Soviet-DPRK relations of that year.

- Information from the Chinese Ambassador regarding contact between DPRK and the USA.

- Information from the USSR regarding the meeting with DPRK’s Minister of Foreign Affairs at Moscow.
- Details of the visit of DPRK’s Minister of Foreign Affairs to Poland.
- News regarding the relations between DPRK and Czechoslovakia.
- The expulsion of DPRK’s diplomats from Yugoslavia related to KAL(Korean Air Line)’s affairs.

- DPRK’s opinion regarding the changes in Eastern Europe.

- Degradation of diplomatic relations to chargé d’affaires between Hungary and DPRK (including materials regarding Russia).
4. The relationship between Hungary and South Korea until the regime change in Hungary
After a long negotiation, South Korea and Hungary agreed to establish full diplomatic relations on September 13, 1988. Earlier, on August 26, 1988, they had already agreed on the establishment of a resident representative, and according to this agreement, the Korean resident representative started working in Budapest on October 25, 1988. From the Korean side, Hungary was the first socialist country to which Korea opened her doors. According to the above agreement, embassies of the two countries could be established in Budapest and Seoul respectively on February 1, 1989. Of course, this meant that diplomatic, economic, and political interchanges and cooperation were launching between the two countries. But from the viewpoint of world history, this is more remarkable if we pay attention to the period when it happened. This time coincided with the radical changes in Hungary and Eastern Europe. Looking at the course that led to the establishment of official diplomatic relations between Hungary and Korea, we can see that it relates to world history, because South Korea was not alone on the world diplomatic stage: at some points, we can find the presence of USA beside Korea. Many researchers say that the establishment of official diplomatic relations between Hungary and Korea was the result of former Korean president, Te-Woo Ro’s policy, the so-called “Northern Policy”. I cannot deny this, but we do need to pay attention to the confidential Hungarian diplomatic documents, because, from the Hungarian side, these documents are the only public resources that directly describe what happened in detail. Actually, the attempt of Korea to contact Hungary dates back to 1966.

I have chosen some materials for these traces as follows (the contents that follow are a small portion of the documents).
- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53695, Page No. 2008 0000 1259

Report dated April 22, 1966. The (South) Korean government decided to abolish any ideological barriers for governmental or non-governmental delegations to visit socialist countries, and to invite anybody from these countries. They sent a delegation to Prague to participate in the WHO conference, and they permitted the Yugoslav delegation to attend the 15th plenary session of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching Profession held in Seoul. But in the case of Czechoslovakia, they did not permit the Korean delegation to leave Prague airport.
- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53697, Page No. 2007 0000 2647

The vice-director of the Korea Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA) in Stockholm contacted the Hungarian commercial attaché. The Korean vice-director informed him that there would be a branch of KOTRA established in Beograd.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53699, Page No. 2007 0000 3089

Report dated April, 27, 1976. DPRK asked Eastern European countries not to react to any kind of contact from South Korea.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53700, Page No. 2007 0000 1268

In 1976, in Kuwait and Cologne, Korea tried to contact Hungarian officers.
- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53700, Page No. 2007 0000 2961

In 1977, Korea continuously tried to contact socialist countries via Helsinki, Stockholm, Ottawa, Dhaka, Kuwait, and so on. The ambassador of Korea in Helsinki contacted the ambassador of Hungary, and he said that he would like to take a journey to Hungary. Later, the ambassador of Hungary found that he was already in Yugoslavia.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53700, Page No. 2007 0000 3099

Report dated September 7, 1977. The director of the Overseas Economic Research Institute in Korea contacted Dr. Simai Mihály, who attended an international conference of economists. The Koreans said that they would like to establish relations in the economic and cultural field. They said that they had already also contacted Poland.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53700, Page No. 2007 0000 3105

The South Korean team participated in the summer Universiade, held in Bulgaria. DPRK strongly appealed to Bulgaria to disallow South Koreans from participating in the Games.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53702, Page No. 2007 0000 0582

Report dated March 23, 1982, from Japan. In a refined manner, the Korean diplomats contacted the European socialist countries in Tokyo. According to the Japanese information, the Korean diplomats studied the Russian language, perhaps because of the Olympic Games in Seoul (1988). Hungary had a negative opinion regarding participation in the Olympic Games.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53702, Page No. 2007 0000 0598

Report dated May 21, 1982. The ambassador of Korea in Washington invited the ambassador of Hungary for the anniversary of South Korea and the USA’s treaty of amity. The ambassador of Hungary did not respond.

- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53702, Page No. 2007 0000 0605

Report dated September 24, 1982. The ambassador of Korea in Washington invited the ambassador of Hungary to the anniversary of the National Foundation Day of South Korea. The ambassador of Hungary did not respond.
- Microfilm No.: Roll No. 53702, Page No. 2007 0000 0613

Report dated December, 7, 1982. The ambassador of the USA visited the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Hungary, to suggest that Hungary form relations with South Korea. He said that forming relations with South Korea would have an effect on the Eastern and Western worlds.

Aside from the above documents, I have found other important documents produced during the period of regime change, as follows:
- Record of the meeting of comrade Gross Károly and the delegation from South Korea.

- The decision of a senior group to establish relations with South Korea in Czechoslovakia and the USSR.

- The relations between the USSR and South Korea

- Information from the ambassadors from socialist countries, regarding the establishment of resident representatives in Seoul and Budapest (including Russian and English materials).
- The letter from comrade Horn to the Minister of Interior, comrade Földesi, regarding treatment of Korean passport-holders.
5. Significance of the study of the process of establishing official diplomatic relationship between Hungary and South Korea
I have been interested in the existence of the documents since the early 2000s, but it was initially difficult to examine them due to complicated procedures needed to gain access to the documents. Furthermore, I was lecturing at the time as the only Korean professor in ELTE University, and also attending academic conferences domestics and overseas, so I had to put off my investigation and research. Finally, a chance gave me access to the Hungarian National Archive, so I could continue investigating and arranging these documents from 2007 onwards. And even though I returned to Korea in August 2010, I have been visiting the Hungarian National Archive every vacation, and studying these confidential diplomatic documents. At present, I am the only Korean who has a user identification at the Hungarian National Archive as a scholar in this field. However, because the confidential documents of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Hungary amount to more than 50,000 pages, and a considerable amount of the documents are so voluminous that I can hardly afford to collect and research them, I have been forced to renew my user identification for six consecutive years until now. On examining various documents, I have become greatly interested in the process leading to the signing of the treaty of amity between Korea and Hungary. This is why I see it as an incident that may have marked a very important era in the modern history of the world, making regime change possible in the Soviet Union and Central and Eastern Europe. This very incident has been a driving force of change in world history. The study of these documents will encourage scholars and research workers to observe modern Korean history on the framework of an emerging paradigm. In particular, Especially, I would like to share my research and, from this time onwards, continue co-working with specialists in various fields, such as political philosophers and historians.
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