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Abstract
Kim, Se Weon
Comparative Study on Korean and Bulgarian religious
policies and their impact during the colonial era — focused on

Christianity

The purpose of this thesis paper is to compare the religion
policies in Korea and Bulgaria. While dealing with the religion
policies during both countries’ colonial period, this paper limits its
focus on Christianity out of Korea’s typical religions namely
Buddhism, Cheondogyo, and Christianity. With respect to Bulgaria,
out of Bulgaria’s colonial period from 1396 to 1878 it focuses on the
period between 1767 and 1870, during which Bulgaria successfully
attained an approval for the people’s church in opposition to the reign
of the archbishop Constantinople.

Japan, which had been alternating between conciliatory approach
and suppression, turned back to suppression in 1930s as its
relationships with the United Kingdom and the United States were
aggravated. While the missionaries in Korea were obstacle to
Japanese imperialism during the colonial period, in Bulgarian colonial
period under the Turks empire the archbishop Constantinople
governed the churches in Bulgaria. The Turks empire acquiesced the

‘Greek culture expansion policy,” which was instituted by the Greek
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governor of church who commanded churches to worship and preach
in Greek in order to obliterate the Slavic language, which was
essentially invented in church language for the Slavic peoples.

This paper observes the different outcome for the churches in
Korea and Bulgaria under their own circumstances; for Korean
churches, in the context of their relationship with Western
missionaries going through a great deal of confusion under the
Japanese oppression and for Bulgarian churches in their condition of
being under the political control of the Turks and religious control of
Greece. Japan’s ‘break-up’ approach to alienate the Western
missionaries from Korean churches based on the ‘anti-missionary’
sentiment, which had been built within Korean churches in order to
shun the influence of the Western missionaries, was finally realized in
the form of ‘Eastern, Japanese Christianity.” With an intention to
integrate Korean churches and Japanese churches, ‘Japanese
Christianity Chosun Presbyterian Denomination” and ‘Japanese
Christianity Chosun Methodist Denomination’ were organized in May
and August of 1943 respectively. In July of 1945, Korean churches
were incorporated into Japan’s Christianity as its official name
changed to ‘Japan Christianity Chosun Denomination.’

During the Turks colonial period in Bulgaria, the Turks empire
allowed the Greek to govern the Bulgarian churches by

acknowledging the authority of the archbishop Constantinople unlike
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the conditions of Korean churches under Japanese colonialism.
However, the untiring will of ‘Bulgarian people’s church
independence movement’ that had begun in ‘Vratsa,” ‘Starazagora,’
‘Novazagora,” ‘Kazanlak,” and ‘Veliko Tarnovo’ areas which then
spread throughout the entire nation coupled with the Greek uprising in
‘Crete’ island led to the break-up of the Turks and Greece. Between
the Turks and Greece, Russia took sides with Greece and in response
to this the Turks aided Bulgarian churches’ independence movement
in order to receive support from Bulgaria. Bulgarian churches finally
obtained approval for ‘Bulgarian people’s church’ in 1870 with the
support of the Turks and Russia and broke away from the control of
the Greek church.

Korean churches breaking away from the Western missionaries’
influence and Bulgarian churches evading the Greek influence
provided groundwork for the churches in both countries to establish
people’s church. Korean independence from Japanese imperialism on
August 15, 1945 also brought about the independence of Korean
churches from the integration with Japanese church. Bulgarian
churches, with the Russian archbishop’s declaration of the ‘autonomy
of Bulgarian churches’ on April 3 of 1890, finally achieved their

independence.
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