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Abstract

Dr. Yanitsa Ivanova

The meaning of ,,betrayal” in the novel of lvan Vazov ,,Under
the Yoke”

Known as the "Poet of the People," Ivan Vazov (June 27, 1850 -
September 22, 1921) is Bulgaria's most famous and beloved writer
and remains a national icon in the history of Bulgaria's struggle for

freedom and independence. He is a poet, novelist and play-writer,
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often referred to as “the Patriarch of Bulgarian literature". He was
born in Sopot in Bulgaria (then part of the Ottoman empire), spends
some time abroad and finishes his life in Sofia.

Bulgaria regained its independence in 1878 as a result of the
Russo-Turkish War, 1877-1878 and then Vazov wrote his famous
Epic of the Forgotten. He was the editor of the political reviews
"Science" and "Dawn." He was, however, forced into exile once in
Rumania and once to Odessa, because of the persecution of the
Russophile political faction. In 1893 Vazov wrote the famous novel
Under the Yoke which depicts the Ottoman oppression of Bulgaria.
Some of the other famous works by Vazov include the novels The
uncles (1884), New Country (1894), Under Our Heaven (1900), and
the plays Vagabonds (1894), Borislav (1909) and Ivaylo (1911).

Later in his life Vazov was a prominent and widely respected
figure in the social and cultural life of newly independent Bulgaria.
All his novels, plays, and poems were praised for expressing
sympathy for the common people. On October 2, 1920, he was
honored by a national jubilee celebrating his completion of fifty years
of creative work. He died in Sofia on September 22, 1921.

In the novel Under the Yoke Vazov describes first the tranquility
in a Bulgarian village under Ottoman rule and the slow change of the
sociery. The leader of the change is Boycho Ognyanov who helps the
people for an uprising. The plot follows the story of Ognyanov, who,

having escaped from a prison in Diarbekir, returns to the Bulgarian
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town Byala Cherkva (White Church) to take part in the rebellion.
There he meets friends, enemies, and the love of his life the local
teacher Rada. The plot portrays the personal drama of the characters,
their emotions, motives for taking part in or standing against the
rebellion, treasons and fight.

Historically, the uprising fails due to bad organization, limited
resources, and treason. During this time the etalon for morality and
straight behavior is Boycho Ognyanov. He is an extreme patriot,
faithful to his very end to the idea for national liberty. He shows as a
fighter since the beginning of the book by killing two people, he
becomes one of the leaders of the bloody uprising of April 1876 and
he shows the communion a new morality and a way to behave. For the
sake of the national movement even the ideas for moral and immoral
(like stealing money or killing) get twisted. Ognyanov shows the way
until his end. He dies by killing enemies and making himself killed by
them. The book represents the idea that every attitude opposite to his
one is understood as a betrayal of the movement for national liberty.

There are several kinds of people in the book showing total
opposition to the independence movement trying to keep the peace
with the oppressors. They try personally to fight the protagonist
Boycho by using his past and making a report to the local ottoman
leader about the gatherings of the rebels. These characters after the

tragic crash of the rebellion betray the leaders of the movement by
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exchanging their lives for the peace of the town showing themselves
as the real saviors and patriots.

Other characters in the novel look patriots in the beginning but
after the severe attack of the enemy end by betraying the leaders,
escaping from the battle place and leaving the other fighters. Other
similar to this behavior is this one of the people who look like
collaborationists but report the acts of Ognyanov and the other leaders
to the oppressors. Their acts are condemned by the author and the
other characters in the book.

The communion of Byala Cherkva also betrays the movement.
The people helping the leaders step back and do not rebel, do not help
Ognyanov anymore and pretend to be obedient to the oppressor.

The novel also develops the idea that being faithful to the idea of
national freedom is a frenzy but it is the only moral way to act in that

historical moment.
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