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Abstract
Jin, Jae-Kyo
A Direction of Literary Chinese in Korean in the period of
modern Enlightenment

- from Narration in Literary Chinese to Narration in the newspapers -

The narrative tradition of Hanmun (i.e., Literary Chinese in Korean)
is directly and indirectly associated with the newspapers which were
the media in the modern times. The newspapers showed a favorable
attitude to literature before anything else, and as they made full of
literature, they not only institutionalized the stage of the public
discussion about literature, but also relocated new knowledge and
information with the articles. Above all, the articles were building up

a relevant relation with Hanmun, Narration in Hanmun, and the style.
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In other words, the newspaper articles had a constant and important
relation with Narration in Hanmun from its origin and establishing
process, they obtained "nourishment” from it, and they contributed to
opening up the way of a new literary text. Still, there is a stream to
deal with Narration in the modern time as ‘the absoluteness of
transculturation’. However, it is necessary to understand the fact that
the tradition of Korean narration had been transformed and spread out
while competing with the media in the modern times. In addition, it is
needed to pay attention to the roles of the newspapers and magazines,
as the media in the period of modern Enlightenment, which were
likely to the training fields and the experimental labs in order for the
traditional Narration to be developed to the literary text. At the
beginning, the newspapers did not carry it in their pages the completed
modern narrative style. The newspaper used the traditional Narration
in order to increase the efficiency of Enlightenment, transfigured
language in the traditional Narration, led the literary trend at the
period of the modern times, and at the same time, expedited founding
the concept of the western 'literature’. In this process, as the media
spatio-temporally unified all sort of Narrations and the literary terms
and linked them each other, they had influence on forming 'modern
literature'.

The intellectuals in the period of modern Enlightenment had 'the

knowledge of Hanmun'. They did writing with the knowledge of
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'Hanmun' and through experience, so it was common that they were
not free from the traditional writing style. As recognizing the
knowledge of Hanmun or not, the experience of Hanmun grafting into
the articles in the newspapers which were the media in the modern
times appeared as the knowledge and information. As a result, as the
intellectuals in the period of modern Enlightenment converted
Narration in Hanmun into new knowledge within the space of the
newspapers, they sought a possibility of the modern Narration or
tested their narrative writing as communicating themselves with the
real world. Even though occasionally, this narrative writing was off
the point of the modern narrative style, it provided a new potential
opportunity as the narrative style in Hanmun was changed.
Consequently, writing in some newspapers separated from the
magnetic field of the traditional perspective of writing and it ended in
a new narrative writing. In that sense, the newspaper articles were new
experiments to the intellectuals in the period of modern Enlightenment
and the newspapers were the space like a laboratory in which they did
an experiment such as narrative writing. In short, the intellectuals in
the period of modern Enlightenment intended to reveal Enlightenment
while finding a new writing system in the newspapers based on the
writing system in Hanmun and seeking the unification of spoken and
written writing. Moreover, this Narration, as the origin of the modern

Narration, may play a messenger role to form the modern novels.
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However, in the earlier period of modern Enlightenment, the
experiment in the space of the media showed a tendency to being in
succession to 'Existed Narration' through relocating it rather than to
showing various 'Non-Existed Narration'. It is not infrequent cases
that in the modern media, by means of Narration in Hanmun, Existed
Narration' was reformed and then it was realized as an article.
Nevertheless, later, this experiment contributed to establishing
literature’, so it seems to work as an origin to start with the new-style
novel and the short story. This is the credit of the traditional Narration
in Hanmun about its contribution to the Narration in period of modern
Enlightenment. It is true that we got so used to find the origin of
literary genre or style under the name of the meaning of modern and
we have attempted to put in a great deal of effort to find it. As well, it
is also true that we ignored the investigation into the traditional
writing conducted by the intellectuals with the knowledge of Hanmun,
who had communicated with the real world by means of various
writing and had continuously expanded the network of meaning of
various writing. In addition, it is true that according to a uni-
directional perspective which focusing on the style, we have judged
the traditional Narration with such bias. Therefore, we have tried to
analyze literature in period of modern Enlightenment in terms of the
aspect of Western literature and novel and we have concentrated on to

explain how many steps our literature in period of modern
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Enlightenment had moved toward the way of Western literature. As a
result, it is true that we have neglected out duties to account for the
essential characteristics of Narration, which are able to be defined as a
special feature within literature in this period. Possibly, this academic
attitude may be a by-product transplanted from Western academic
approach so-called branching subjects to the modern academic society
of ours. Thus, at this point, it is necessary for us to reconfirm the
various figures of Narration and those of the experiment, which the
newspapers showed in itself, out of the narrow viewpoint. This
provides us to re-recognize Narration in the period of modern
Enlightenment. Finally, here, 1 would like to call it to mind Tae-Jun
Lee's comment such as "If you want to see the art of an author, read
the short story.” I think that his comment implies that a Narration in
Hanmun, through its short story, did not stray into the path such that
the literary convention and the author's sprit always pursue the high
artistic-value. Is there any connection between the ignorance of the
tradition of Narration in Hanmun and the ignorance of the following
subject such that the short story became a main steam in the history of
modern novels? Because the authors in the modern novels, which had
the knowledge of Hanmun, might be strong influenced by the literary
tradition of the tradition of Narration in Hanmun and its esthetic

characteristics.
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